
Question:
How were male and female created in 
Genesis 1 and under what conditions?
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Answer:
How were male and female 

created in Genesis 1?
After God made life, animals and the rest 
of  creation, God saw that it was good and  

created a human “in our image” to hold 
sway over the earth.  In Genesis 1, it says 

“in our image, the image of God, were 
male and female created.”
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Question:
What is the meaning and derivation of the 

name “Adam”?
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Adam is created from humus, the clay. The 
Hebrew etymological pun is ’adam, 

“human,” from the soil, ’adamah.  The 
name Adam means “from the soil”.

Answer:  What is the meaning 
and derivation of the name 

“Adam”?
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Question:
In Genesis 4, how were male and female 

created?
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Answer:
In Genesis 4, how were male 

and female created?
In Genesis 4, male was first created with 
the breath of God blown into his nostrils.  
After creation is brought into being and 

God gives Adam naming power, he decides 
Adam needs someone to help him so he 

takes a rib from Adam’s side and made Eve.
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Question:  True or False?
There is a serpent in Genesis 1.

7



Answer: T or F - There is a 
serpent in Genesis 1.

False, no serpent appears until Genesis 3, 
after the version of the story where Eve is 

created from Adam’s rib and Adam has 
already been given an instruction about 

the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.  
Then Eve encounters the serpent.
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Question:
What happens right after Eve eats the 

apple in Genesis 3?
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Answer:  What happens after 
Eve eats the apple in Genesis 3?

She gives it to Adam and suddenly they 
realize they are naked and they sew 

loincloths for themselves out of fig leaves.
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Question:
What happens after Adam and Eve eat 

from the tree of knowledge?
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Answer:  What happens after 
Adam and Eve eat the apple?

God comes along and gets pissed.  Adam 
blames it on Eve.  Eve blames it on the 
serpent.  God condemns the serpent to 

slither on his belly.  God condemns woman 
to have painful childbirth, and Adam is 

condemned to toiling in the fields.
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Question:
What does God give Adam and Eve in 

Genesis 3 before they are cast out of Eden?
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Answer:  What does God give 
Adam and Eve before he casts 

them out of Eden?
God gives them skin coats and clothes 

theme.
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Question:  
What did Eve say when she found out she 

was pregnant?
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Answer:  What did Eve say when 
she found out she was 

pregnant?
Eve said ”I have got me a man with the 

Lord”, implying that she imagined herself 
as a partner of God in man-making.
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Question:
What were Cain’s and Abel’s occupations?
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Answer:  What were Cain’s and 
Abel’s occupations?

Abel was a shepherd and Cain tilled the soil
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Question:
When Cain and Abel brought offerings to 
the Lord, which offerings did he prefer?
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Answer:  When Cain and Abel 
brought offerings to the Lord, 
which offerings did he prefer?

The Lord did not like Cain’s offerings, he 
who was a farmer, but preferred the 

offerings of meat from the shepherd Abel.

20



Question:
What is the Mark of Cain and what does it 

indicate?

21



Answer:  What is the mark of 
Cain?

God puts it on Cain before he is cast out so 
that whoever sees him would not slay him.  
Please note the mark of Cain is put on the 

brother that is the agriculturalist and not his  
hunter brother, Abel.
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Question:
What happened to Cain after he was kicked 

out of Eden?
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Answer:  What happened to 
Cain after he was kicked out of 

Eden?
He traveled “East of Eden” to the land of 

Nod, where he met his wife. He had a son 
with a woman from that town.  His son was 

called Enoch.  There is also a city named 
after Enoch.  
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Question:
Did Adam and Eve have any other 
children besides Cain and Abel?
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Answer:  Did Adam and Eve 
have any children besides Cain 

and Abel?
Yes, Adam eventually also begot Seth.  Out 

of the line of Seth spring many 
generations, including Methusaleh and his 

son, Lamech, who was Noah’s father.
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Question:
Who were the Nephilim and where did 

they come in?
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Answer:  Who were the Nephilim?
The Nephilim were the sons of God who came to bed 

with the daugthers of man, who were beautiful, and who 
bore the sons of god children in the days of yore.  It refers 

to the idea of male gods coupling with mortal women, 
commonplace in Greek myth.  The Nephilim are thought 

of as giants who are the offspring of miscegenations
between gods and women.  The creatures born of this 

issue were evil and gave God cause to want to extinguish 
the human race.  The lineage of Noah came from the 

Nephilim.  Noah was righteous but all the rest were evil.
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Question:
Who were Noah’s sons?
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Answer:  Who were Noah’s 
sons?

Ham, Shem, and Japeth
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Question:
How does Noah know that the flood is over 

and what process does he use to 
determine that it is over?
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Answer:  How does Noah 
know the flood is over?

He sends out a dove.  First the dove finds 
no resting place and returns. But the next 
time he goes out, he returns with an olive 

leaf in his bill and Noah knows that the 
waters are abating.
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Question:
What is the first thing Noah does after the 

flood?
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Answer:  What is the first thing 
Noah does after the flood?

Noah builds an altar and makes burnt 
offerings of cattle and fowl.  When the Lord 

smells the burnt offerings, he promises 
never again to damn the soil on account of 

humankind’s activities.
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Question:
Who are Noah’s sons and what is their 

significance?
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Answer:  Who are Noah’s sons 
and what is their significance?

Ham, Shem, and Japeth were his sons.  [Ham had a son, Canaan, 
who bore the curse of Ham.]  When Noah was drunk, Ham came 
into his tent and saw his father naked and this was a sin.  So Ham 

was cursed by his father.  This becomes the justification for the 
eventual subject status of the Canaanites.  Shem is the root of the 

word “Semites” and he was a favored son, whose descendants 
were the Israelites.  Abraham is a descendant from Shem.  The 
sons of Noah becomes the basis for a geography of the Middle 

East as the clans develop and spread out.  This is a serious attempt 
to sketch out a panorama of all known human cultures known at 

the time. 36



Question:
Who were Cush and Nimrod and why were 

they significant?
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Answer:  Who were Cush and Nimrod 
and why were they significant?

Cush was one of the sons of Ham, the cursed son 
of Noah.  He was the father of Nimrod, the first 
mighty man on earth and a mighty hunter.  He 

founded a great Mesopotamian empire, his own 
kingdom in Babylon, Erech, and Accad in the land 
of Shinar (Mesopotamia).  From that land, Asshur

emerged and built Nineveh.  Being a hunter is 
often associated with military prowess.
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Question:
What is the significance of the sons of 

Ham?
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Answer: What is the significance 
of the sons of Ham?

The sons of Ham become the Arab nations 
- they populate Mesopotamia.  They also 
later include the Philistines.  They live in 
Sidon, Syria.  They populate Sodom and 

Gomorrah.
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Question:
Who were Abraham’s brothers, who was 
their father, and what was their lineage?
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Answer:  Who were Abraham’s brothers, who 
was their father, and what was their lineage?

Abraham, Nahor, and Haran (sons of Terah) – go 
all the way back to Noah’s son, Shem

Terah, father
Nahor grandfather

Serug, great grandfather
Reu, great great grandfather

Peleg, great great great grandfather
Eber, great great great great grandfather

Shelah, great (x5) grandfather
Arpachshad (x6) grandfather

Shem, (x7) 42



Question:
Who was Lot in relation to Abraham?  

What happens to Lot’s father?
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Answer:  Who was Lot in 
relation to Abraham? What 
happened to Lot’s father?

Lot was Abraham’s brother Haran’s son.  Abraham 
was Lot’s Uncle.  Even before they leave Ur for 

Canaan, Haran dies, leaving Lot an orphan.
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Question:
Where did Abraham’s family live and to 

where did they travel when they left their 
home?  Why did they leave their home?
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Answer:  Where did Abraham’s family 
first live and to where did they travel 

when they left their home?
The family of Terah lived in Ur of the Chaldees 

and they set forth from Ur to Canaan with 
their wives after the brother Haran died in Ur.  
We already know at that point that Abram was 
married to Sarai and they were childless.  They 
stopped in Haran and settled there for a while, 
before Abram eventually sets out for the land 

of Canaan. 46



Question:
What precipitates Abram’s leaving Haran and 

heading off to Canaan?  What was the first place 
Abram came to when he arrived in Canaan?
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Answer: What precipitated Abram’s leaving 
Haran and what was the first place Abram 

came to when he arrived in Canaan?
Abram heard a voice from God who told him that he 
promised to him that he would be prosperous if he 

traveled to the land of Canaan to live.  So Abram 
headed off to Canaan.  He came to the land of 

Shechem, and saw the Terebinth of Moreh.   Then 
the Lord told him to go on to the high country of 

Bethel and there he built and altar.  After that, Abram 
gradually journeyed towards the Negeb.  This was a 

time when the Canaanite was then in the land. 48



Question:
What caused Abram to go to Egypt and 

what happened when he first got there?
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Answer:  What caused Abram to 
journey to Egypt and what happened 

when he first got there?
There was famine in Canaan.  When he got to Egypt, he 

told his wife Sarai to say she was his sister and since 
she was so beautiful, she got taken into the house of 

Pharoah.  Then the Lord afflicted Pharoah’s house with 
plagues and he let Sarai go back to Abram and was 

angry because Noah hadn’t told him Sarai was his wife.  
[Note:  Actually, we later learn in Genesis 20 that Sarai 

is Abram’s half-sister by the same father.]
50



Question:
What happened between Abram and Lot 

when they returned to Canaan?
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Answer: What happened to Lot and 
Abram when they returned to Canaan 

from Egypt?
They decided to part ways because they had so many flocks and 
tents that they needed to part company because there wasn’t 

room for both families.  So Lot went up in the valley of Sodom to 
live there with his tribe and family.  Turns out the people of 

Sodom were evil offenders. God told Abram that all the land in 
every direction was his and so Abram didn’t have to feel bad 

about it because the people of Sodom were evil anyway. Abram 
stays in Canaan and eventually moves to the Terebinths of 

Mamre, which are in Hebron, where he builds an altar.
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Question:
What was the relationship with Abram and 

Lot with the local people like and where 
did they live when they returned to 

Canaan?
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Answer:  What was the relationship of 
Abram and Lot to the local people?

When Abram and Lot split, Lot goes up to live in Sodom.  There 
were warring tribes in the area.  Some were on the side of the 

Hebrews and some not.  Abram was still living near the Terebinths 
of Mamre when he hears that Lot has been taking captive in 

Sodom where the battles were raging.  So Abram goes up and 
captures Lot.  The kings that are his allies thank him.  Abram gives 
them a tithe of what he has gained as the spoils of war. Because 

he wants the deal with the locals always to be fair and honest.  He 
does not want it to be said that he got rich through stealing from 

the local people.  It’s a real big deal to Abraham. 54



Question:
What happens when Abram despairs to the 

Lord that he is childless?
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Answer:  What happens when Abram 
despairs to the lord that he is childless?

The Lord reassures him, just as he did when 
they left Ur of the Chaldees,  that he will be 

the father of great nations.  As the sun is 
setting, a smoking brazier with a flaming 
torch passes by in the sky and the Lord 

repeats his covenant with Abram giving him 
the land from the Euphrates to Egypt.
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Question:
Who is Sarai’s slavegirl and what does she 
do with her slavegirl and why? What does 

Sarai do next?
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Answer:  Who is Sarai’s slavegirl, what does she 
do with her and why?  What does Sarai do next?

Since Sarai is barren, she offers her slavegirl, Hagar, to 
her husband so that she might conceive a child that 
would be considered Sarai’s child.  Sarai thinks she 

seems Hagar looking down on her because she is barren 
once Hagar is pregnant so Sarai starts to harass Hagar 
and drives her out of the house.  Abram just doesn’t 

want to get involved in the squabble between the two 
women so he doesn’t intervene when Sarai kicks Hagar 

out of the house. 58



Question:
What happens to Hagar after she is driven 

from Sarai and Abram’s house?
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Answer:  What happens to Hagar 
when she is driven from Sarai and 
Abram’s house?
The Lord’s messenger appears to Hagar and 
reassures her she will bear a son called Ishmael, 
who will be a “wild ass” of a man.  And that she 
should go back to her home and raise her child 
there and put up with the wrath and jealousy of 
Sarai.

60



Question:

What happens when Abram’s name is changed?
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Answer:  What happens when 
Abram’s name is changed?

El Shaddai appears to Abram and again, promises that he 
shall be the father of great nations, that this is his 
covenant with Abram.  He changes Abram’s name to 
Abraham and makes him promise that he and all the 
seed of Abraham will be circumcised.  He then changes 
Sarai’s name to Sarah and reassures that Sarah will 
conceive.  He also reassures Abraham that Ishmael too 
shall be fruitful and multiply.  That there shall be 12 
chieftains that are the seed of Ishmael. 62



Question:
How does Sarah find out she’s pregnant 

and what is her reaction?
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Answer:  How does Sarah find out 
she’s pregnant and what is her 

reaction?
Sarah finds out from the 3 messengers that she will bear a son and 
she laughs  because her husband is old and she is all shriveled up.  
Even though she denies that she laughed as her initial response, 

everyone heard her laugh.  Ironically, the name of her son will 
eventually be ”laughter”, or Isaac.  The name Isaac means “he who 
laughs” from the word tseoq for laughter.  All this is happening with 
a conflict brewing in Sodom in the background.  Abraham’s having a 
son with Sarah has something to do with the need to conquer and 

own the Sodom area. 64



Question:  
What happens when the messengers go to 

visit Lot in Sodom?  
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Answer:  What happens when 
the messengers go to visit Lot in 

Sodom?
Lot insists on providing hospitality to the messengers 
for the night.  The men of Sodom surround the house 

and demand to have homosexual sex with the men 
inside the house.  To try to get out of the situation, 
Lot offers his virgin daughters instead, telling the 

crowd of sodomists that they can do whatever they 
want with his daughters.
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Question:
What’s the big deal about Sodom and 

Gomorrah?
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Answer:  What’s the big deal 
about Sodom and Gomorrah?

People break down the doors of Lot’s house because he has 
foreigners staying there and they warn him that he better get out 
of there because the whole city is about to be destroyed.  So Lot 
gets his family and hauls it out of there.  On his way out, the Lord 
hollers to Lot and his family not to look back under any condition.  

While brimstone and fire are raining down on Sodom and 
Gomorrah, as they flee the burning city, Lot’s wife turns back and 

she is then turned to a pillar of salt.  Note the similarity to the 
Orpheus and Eurydice story.  After he loses his wife, Lot moves out 

of that area because it’s totally destroyed and he starts living in 
Zoar in a cave with his two daughters. 68



Question:
How and why do Lot’s daughters trick him?
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Answer: How and why do 
Lot’s daughters trick him?

They are living in an area where they don’t know any 
men at all and they are worried they will never bear 

children at all.  So they get their father drunk and they 
sleep with him and conceive while he is out of it.  The 
eldest daughter bore a son from her union with her 

father named Moab, father of the local Moabites.  The 
younger was Ben-Ammi, father of the Ammonites.
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Question:
Who is Abimelech and what is his 

significance?
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Answer: Who is Abimelech and 
what is his significance?

While Abram is journeying through the Negeb, he ends up in Gerar, a 
Canaanite city in the western Negeb, where they meet a fellow named 

Abimelech who is king of Gerar.  Because Abraham says that his wife Sarah is 
his sister, Abimelech thinks she’s available and he takes her for his own 

purposes.  That night he has a bad dream about it where God revealed to him 
that Sarah was another man’s wife.  When he wakes up in the morning, he 

asks him why he did not tell him Sarah was his wife? Abraham defends 
himself, arguing that even though Sarah is his wife, she is indeed also ”my 

father’s (Terah) daughter, though not my mother’s daughter. After 
understanding where Abraham is coming from, he eventually gives Abraham 
leave to live wherever he’d like in Abimelech’s territory.  In return, the Lord 

gives back fertility to the house of Abimelech since he had closed the wombs 
of all the local women when Abimelech had taken Sarah. 72



Question:
What happens to Hagar and Ishmael after 

Isaac is born to Sarah?
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Answer:  What happens to Hagar and 
Ishmael after Isaac is born?

Sarah thinks she sees Hagar laughing at her and she insists that 
Abraham drive the woman and her away.  Abraham feels awful about 
this because of how it will impact his son Ishmael, but God reassures 
Abraham that he needs to do what Sarah commands him to do since 
Isaac, his new son with Sarah, will be the father of nations.  However, 

Ishamel too will be the father of nations so he shouldn’t worry. 
Abraham gives Hagar and Ishmael some bread and water and sends 
them off into the wilderness.  While they’re out there in the parched 
desert on the brink of despair, God hears Ishmael crying and he visits 

them and makes appear a well of water so she and her son could 
drink.  They end up settling in that area, dwelling in the wilderness.  

Eventually, Ishmael becomes a skilled bowman and he marries a 
woman from Egypt.
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Question:
What awful task does God assign to 

Abraham?
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Answer:  What awful task does 
God assign to Abraham?

He tells him to take his only son Isaac, who 
he loves, up to the land of Moriah and 

offer him as a burnt offering.

76



Question:
What does Isaac say to Abraham when 

they are collecting the wood for the burnt 
offering?
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Answer:  What does Isaac ask 
Abraham as they’re collecting 

wood?
While they’re collecting wood for the 

sacrifice of the burnt offering, Isaac says to 
his father “Here is the fire and the wood 
but where is the sheep for the offering?”
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Question:
What ends up happening when Abraham 

goes to slaughter his son?
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Answer:  What ends up happening when 
Abraham goes to slaughter his son?
At the last minute, the Lord calls out to him and 
tells Abraham not to hurt his son.  He is happy 

because he sees that Abraham has not held back 
from God anything, including his beloved son, 

Isaac.  Then God makes manifest a ram caught in 
a nearby thicket and Abraham goes and gets the 

ram and uses that as a sacrifice instead of his son.
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Question:
What are the circumstances of Sarah’s 

death and how does Abraham deal with it?
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Answer:  What are the 
circumstances of Sarah’s death and 

how does Abraham deal with it?
Sarah dies near Hebron and Abraham asks the 
local Hittites if he can bury her nearby in the 

cave of Machpelah.  Abraham offers a fair 
price for the grave, insisting on  paying 

Ephron, the Hittite fairly for the burial place in 
the cave of Machpelah, by Mamre which is 

Hebron in the land of Canaan 82



Question:
What are Abraham’s concerns in finding a 

wife for Isaac and what plan does he put in 
effect?
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Answer:  What are Abraham’s 
concerns in finding a wife for Isaac 

and what plan does he put in effect?
Abraham does not want Isaac to be wed to 

a local Canaanite girl and he sends his 
servant back to the land of his birth with 10 
camels and a dowry to Nahor, where he was 

born to find a suitable wife.
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Question:
What woman does Abraham’s servant find 
when he goes to Nahor, where does he find  
her, and what is her relation to Abraham?
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Answer:  What woman does Abraham’s 
servant find when he goes to Nahor, 

where does he find  her, and what is her 
relation to Abraham?

His servant sees Rebekah, the daughter of Bethuel, 
who was the son of Milcah, Abraham’s brother 
Nahor’s wife.  Abraham’s brother Nahor, was 

married to Milcah.  They had a son called Bethuel, 
Abraham’s nephew.  Rebekah is the daughter of 

Abraham’s nephew, Bethuel, e.g., his grand niece.
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Question:
Who is Rebekah’s brother and what is his 

role in the deal with Abraham?
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Answer:  Who is Rebekah’s 
brother and what is his role in 

the deal with Abraham?
Rebekah’s father is Bethuel (Abraham’s 

nephew) and her brother is Laban. 
Together they effect a deal with Abraham ‘s 

servant to marry Rebekah to Isaac.  The 
brother of a girl often plays the role of 

chief negotiator when a girl is married off.
88



Question:
How does it go down when Isaac first 

meets Rebekah?
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Answer:  What goes down when 
Isaac first meets Rebekah?

She sees Isaac and removes her veil.  Isaac likes 
what he sees and he takes her right away into 

the tent of Sarah, his mother, who had recently 
died.  This signifies that Rebekah fills the 

emotional gap left by Sarah’s death.
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Question:
True of False:  Abraham never had sex 

again after Sarah died
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True of False:  Abraham never 
had sex again after Sarah died

Abraham took another wife, Keturah, and 
she bore him  6 sons.  He also had more 

children with his concubines.  Nonetheless, 
Abraham gave everything he had to Isaac 

when he died.
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Question:
What significant reconciliation occurs at 

Abraham’s funeral?
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Answer: What significant 
reconciliation occurred at 

Abraham’s death?
Isaac and Ishmael came together to bury 

their father Abraham
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Question:
Who were Rebekah’s sons and what was 

the situation of their birth?
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Answer:  Who were Rebekah’s 
sons and what was the situation 

of their birth?
The Lord tells Rebekah after she conceives 

because  Isaac pleaded with the Lord on 
her behalf, that there will be two nations in 

her womb.  She gives birth first to Esau, 
who turns out ruddy and hairy, and then to 

Esau, who came out grasping Esau’s heel
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Question:  
Between Isaac and Rebekah, who was the 

favorite child of each parent and why?
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Answer:  Between Isaac and 
Rebekah, who was the favorite 
child of each parent and why?

Isaac loved Esau for the game that he 
brought him and Rebekah’s  favorite was 

Isaac, who was more of a farmer.
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Question:
What was the situation between Jacob and 

Esau that prompted Esau to sell his 
birthright?
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Answer:  What was the situation 
between Jacob and Esau that 

prompted Esau to sell his birthright?
Esau came out of the field and he was famished and 
asked his brother Jacob for some of the stew he was 
preparing.  Jacob wouldn’t give it to him unless Esau, 

as the eldest son, sold his privileged position to Jacob.  
Being as famished as he was, Esau  agreed, because he 

figured that he would die anyway if he didn’t eat so 
what good would a birthright be to him in that case?
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Question:
What happens with King Abimelech?
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Answer: What is the story of Isaac and 
King Abimelech?

Isaac is instructed by the Lord to stay in the land of Gerar, where 
Abimelech is king.  Because his wife Rebekah is very pretty, he is 

concerned that they might kill him just to get at Rebekah, so he tells her 
to tell everyone she is his sister.  But Abimelech sees Isaac and Rebekah 

canoodling one day and figures out they must be married.  He is 
indignant that Isaac didn’t say that Rebekah is his wife because he 

almost slept with her thinking she was Isaac’s sister.  After that, 
Abimelech lets Isaac stay on his land and Isaac prospered there.  This is a 

good example of how some stories tell of how the  Hebrews dealt 
peaceably and honorably with the locals, although eventually they 

quarrel about wells. 102



Question:
What physical affliction happened to Isaac 

as he got older?
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Answer:  What physical affliction happened 
to Isaac as he got older?

Isaac’s ”eyes grew bleary” – Isaac became 
blind
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Question:
To which son did Isaac request that he 

bring him some meat before he died and 
what did he intend to do after eating this 

meal?
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Answer:  To which son did Isaac 
request that he bring him some meat 

before he died and what did he 
intend to do after eating this meal?

Esau was a great hunter and Isaac asked him to go hunting 
and prepare for him his favorite meal of meat.  After he ate 
this delicious meal, as his eldest son, Isaac intended to give 
his blessing (i.e., read his last will and testament,) to Esau, 

bestowing on him the fruits of primogeniture.
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Question:
What role did Rebekah play in the planned 

bestowal of primogeniture her husband 
had planned?
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Answer:  What role did Rebekah play in 
the planned bestowal of rights of 

primogeniture her husband had planned?
Rebekah overheard her husband’s conversation with his 

eldest son, Esau, and devised a scheme whereby she 
would get her favorite son, Jacob, to pose as Esau, 

giving her husband his favorite meat meal and posing as 
Esau, with hairy arms and the smell of game on his skin, 

thereby causing Isaac to erroneously bestow his 
blessing on the younger son rather than the elder.
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Question:
What is Esau’s reaction when he finds out 

that he has been cheated out of his 
birthright and how does his father react?
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Answer: What is Esau’s reaction 
when he discovers his brother 

has stolen his birthright?
Esau asks his father what his blessing will 

be and Isaac tells him that he will 
unfortunately have to live by the sword 

and fight for his rights all of his life.
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Question:
What is Rebekah’s reaction when she hears 
about how Esau has responded to having 

his birthright stolen?
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Answer:  What is Rebekah’s 
reaction when she hears about 
Esau’s reaction to hearing his 

birthright is stolen?
Rebekah coaches her son to flee to her brother 

Laban in Mesopotamia, in Haran until Esau cools 
down.  She tells him to go there and get himself a 

wife because she is frankly sick of the Hittite 
women and Esau has affiliated himself with.
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Question:
What is Isaac’s preference in terms of who 

Jacob should marry?
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Answer:  What is Isaac’s preference in 
terms of who Jacob should marry?

Isaac tells him to go back to Haran, to his mother Rebekah’s father 
(Bethuel) and Rebekah’s brother, Laban, and take a wife from 
Laban’s daughters.  He does not want Jacob marrying into the 
tribes of the local Canaanites.  In other words, Isaac should go back 
and marry one of his Uncle Laban’s daughters, his own cousin.   
Note:  Abraham’s brother is Nahor.  Nahor and Milcah, his wife, 
have many sons, one of whom is Bethuel.  Bethuel was both 
Rebekah’s and Laban’s father.  Bethuel is Abraham’s nephew.  Laban 
is Abraham’s grand-nephew.  Abraham’s son, Isaac, is to marry one 
of his father’s grand-nephew’s daughters.

114



Question:
How did Esau react when he saw who 

Jacob was going to marry?
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Answer: How did Esau react when he 
saw who Jacob was going to marry?

Esau, who was already married to two Hittite women, 
reacts by going to his Uncle Ishmael and marrying one 

of Ishmael’s daughters, i.e., one of his cousins, 
marrying back “into the clan” so to speak.  

Note:  Remember, Isaac (Jacob’s father) and Ishmael 
were brothers, both from Abraham but from a 

different mother.  Therefore to any of Isaac’s children, 
Ishmael would be their uncle (on the Egyptian side of 

the family.)
116



Question:
What does Jacob see while he’s on the 

road traveling to Haran?
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Answer:  What does Jacob see while 
he’s on the road traveling to Haran?

Jacob lies down to sleep for the night and lays his head 
on a nearby stone.  He dreams of a ramp or ladder 

extending up into the heavens with messengers of God 
going up and down it.  The same god that had appeared 

to Abraham now appears to Jacob and he makes the 
same promise to Jacob he made to Abraham, that his 
seed shall prosper and be blessed and that he shall be 

the father of many generations to come.  In 
commemoration of this moment, Jacob erected a pillar 

out of stones and called this place Bethel. 118



Question:
How does Jacob meet his first wife?
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Answer:  How does Jacob meet his first 
wife?

Jacob travels back to Haran.  When he gets there, he asks 
some of the local guys hanging around the well if they 

know his Uncle Laban.  They say, yes, as a matter of fact, 
Laban’s daughter Rachel is just coming down the road.  

Jacob falls instantly in love with her.  He starts to show off 
by rolling away a heavy stone from a well and helping her 
water her sheep.  After that, he just starts kissing Rachel 

and then he weeps for joy because he is so enchanted with 
Rachel.
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Question:
What deal does Jacob strike with Laban?
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Answer:  What deal does Jacob 
strike with Laban?

He says that he will work for Laban for 7 
years if he can marry his younger daughter, 

Rachel, with whom he has fallen in love.
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Question:
What trick is played on Jacob and how is it 

resolved?
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Answer:  What trick is played on 
Jacob and how is it resolved?

Laban arranges a wedding feast and manages to substitute 
his eldest daughter, Leah for Rachel.  Jacob sleeps with her, 
thinking that it was actually Rachel, only discovering in the 

morning that it was Leah.  When Jacob protests, Laban 
explains that he must first marry off his eldest daughter but 

that if Jacob agrees to work for another 7 years, he can 
marry Rachel as well.  Even though Jacob has to work for 
Laban for another 7 years, he is allowed to marry Rachel 
and sleep with her one week after his marriage to Leah.
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Question:
What is Rachel and Leah’s relationship with 

each other and what causes tension 
between them?
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Answer:  What is Rachel and Leah’s 
relationship with each other and what 

causes tension between them?
Jacob loves Rachel more than Leah.  Rachel is described 

as comely, but Leah is not beautiful and is vision-
impaired.  But Rachel is barren.  When the Lord sees 

that Leah is despised by her husband, he opens up her 
womb and she bears him many sons, thinking that it 

would make her husband love her.  Rachel is very jealous 
of Leah because she has given her husband sons.
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Question:
What are the names of Rachel and Leah’s 

children (including the children of their 
maidservants, Bilhah and Zilpah?
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Answer:  What are the names of 
Rachel and Leah’s children (including 
the children of their maidservants, 

Bilhah and Zilpah?
Leah (1st batch): Reuben, Simeon, Levi, Judah

Rachel’s servant Bilhah: Dan, Naphtali
Zilpah, Leah’s servant: Gad, Asher

Leah (2nd batch): Issachar, Zebulun, Dinah
Rachel:  Joseph, Benjamin
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Question:
What is the story of the mandrakes and 

what is its significance?
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Answer:  What is the story of the 
mandrakes and what is its significance?

Rachel cuts a deal with Leah that if Leah’s son would 
bring her some mandrakes, known to increase fertility, 

Rachel would in turn send Jacob to sleep with Leah that 
night.  (It would seem that it had been a while since 
Jacob had visited Leah’s tent.)  The mandrakes don’t 

really do anything for Rachel but Leah ends up 
conceiving that night and Jacob starts visiting her again 
and she bears Jacob more sons, and finally, a daughter, 

Dinah.
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Question:
Under what circumstances does Jacob 
finally leave his father-in-law’s house?
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Answer:  Under what 
circumstances does Jacob finally 
leave his father-in-law’s house?

After Rachel gives birth to Joseph, Jacob tells 
Laban he has served his time and he wants to 

leave.  He negotiates a deal with Laban that he 
should paid in goats, getting only the speckled 
goats in the flock, the ones that were the most 
vigorous and productive.  He therefore got the 

better of his deal with Laban.
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Question:
What are the circumstances of Jacob and 
his family’s departure from the house of 

Laban?
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Answer:  What are the circumstances of 
Jacob and his family’s departure from the 

house of Laban?
The Lord tells him that it’s time to take his own family and leave Laban’s land, 
because the Lord has seen how Laban was taking advantage of Jacob.  Rachel 

and Leah don’t even have an inheritance because Laban had spent all the 
money and treated his daughters as chattel.  While Laban wasn’t looking, as 
they’re packing to leave, Rachel steals the household gods from her father.  
Laban catches up with Jacob and accuses Jacob of stealing his gods. Jacob 

agrees that Laban can search his goods to find the household gods because he 
didn’t know his wife, Rachel, had stolen them.  But Rachel had hidden them 

under her seat and said that she couldn’t get up since she was having her 
period.  So they got away with stealing the household gods.  This story proves 
that the peoples of Mesopotamia still actively worshipped the deities of their 

own land, and not exclusively Yahweh. 134



Question:
Answer:  What happens when Jacob sees 

Esau after so many years of not seeing him?  
What strange event happens before he 

meets Esau? What are the circumstances of 
their meeting?
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Answer:  What happens when Jacob sees Esau 
after so many years of not seeing him?  What 
strange event happens before he meets Esau? 
What are the circumstances of their meeting?

After he leaves Laban’s house, Jacob heads off for Edom to initiate contact with his 
brother.  He sends messengers on ahead, who warn him that Esau is coming to 

meet him but that he is bringing with him 400 men.  So Jacob prepares ahead by 
dividing his flocks and family into two camps so he would not lose everything if 

Esau attacked him.  Jacob sends his messenger on ahead to offer a generous tribute 
to Esau, thinking that will soften him up for their meeting.  Meanwhile, Jacob 

worries and while he is out alone, a man wrestled with him all night until Jacob’s 
hip socket was thrown out of joint.  Turns out this mysterious man was God, who 

right then and there changed Jacob’s name to Israel and reassured him that he 
would bless him going forward.  So the next day, when Jacob meets Esau, the 

meeting goes smoothly and they embrace and kiss each other and weep.  Jacob 
bestows gifts on Esau tries to compensate Esau for taking from him his birthright.
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Question:
Who is Dinah and what is her story?
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Answer:  Who is Dinah and what is her story?
Dinah is the daughter of Leah and Jacob.  One day she goes out wandering 

and she meets a guy called Shechem, who is a son of Hamor the Hivite.  
They end up having sex.  It is not known whether it was consensual or not. 
Shechem ends up falling in love with Dinah in any case and asks his father 

to go and negotiate with Dinah’s father so that he might marry her.  Dinah’s 
brothers, an unscrupulous and dishonorable lot, negotiate that they can’t 
allow their sister to marry into a family that is not circumcised.  They make 
all the men of the town where Hamor is king get circumcised.  Then they 

turn around and renege on the deal they made by first capturing Dinah and 
then brutally murdering Shechem and all his family and then ransacking 

and looting the town. Jacob is concerned that his sons have disturbed the 
local peace but the sons won’t hear it.  They are self-righteous and claim 
they couldn’t sit idly by while the honor of their sister was taken.  [Please 
note the similarity of the story of David where a father fails to take action 
upon the rape of a daughter and then becomes victim of rebellious sons.]
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Question:
What happens to Rachel after Jacob sets 

up the pillar at Bethel?
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Answer:  What happens to Rachel 
after Jacob sets up the pillar at 

Bethel?

Rachel dies in childbirth, giving birth to Jacob’s last 
son, Benjamin.  Jacob buries her on the road to 

Ephrath, or Bethlehem, and put a pillar of stones 
on her grave.
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Question:
What ignoble act does Reuben commit 

against his father?
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Answer:  What ignoble act does 
Reuben commit against his father?
Reuben sleeps with Bilhah, who is one of his 

father Jacob’s concubines, Rachel’s 
maidservant.  Jacob had several children with 

Bilhah, Dan and Naphtali. The vengeful 
Reuben may see this as one way to get 

revenge on one of his mother’s dead rivals, 
Rachel.
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Question:
What are the circumstances of Isaac’s 

death?
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Answer:  What are the 
circumstances of Isaac’s death?

Isaac has been living in Mamre, aka Hebron, 
which is the very place to where Isaac and 

Abraham had sojourned.  There, with both his 
sons present, at the age of 180 years, Isaac 
breathed his last breath.  His sons Esau and 

Jacob buried him.
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Question:
What did Joseph’s brothers have against 

him?
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Answer: What did Joseph’s 
brothers have against him?

Joseph’s brothers resented him because Israel 
(Jacob) loved him best because he was a child of 

his old age (and the son of his favorite wife, 
Rachel).  Israel gave Joseph an ornamented tunic 

and the older brother’s were wildly jealous of 
Israel’s special love for their younger brother, 

and they hated him and refused to speak to him.146



Question:
Why did Joseph’s brothers get agitated 

when he told them his dream?
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Answer: Why did Joseph’s brothers get 
agitated when he told them his dream?

Clearly, the brothers resented Joseph’s talent for interpreting 
dreams as well as the fact that he chose to parade their 
father’s favoritism in front of them by constantly wearing that 
ornamented tunic.  Joseph was also unwise enough to share 
with them a dream in which he dreamed that the sun and 
moon and 11 stars were bowing to him.  When his father 
heard the dream, even he rebuked Joseph for being so 
presumptuous and presuming that everyone would one day 
bow down to him.  There is evidence that Joseph was 
something of a tattletale and a self-absorbed spoiled brat, 
heedless of how he was affecting others, and showing off his 
talents and privileged position. 148



Question:
What happens when Joseph goes out to 

visit his brothers as they pasture their 
flocks near Shechem?
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Answer:  What happens when Joseph 
goes out to visit his brothers as they 
pasture their flocks near Shechem?

They see Joseph coming and they plot to kill him and 
throw him in a pit and claim that a wild beast did it.  
But the eldest son, Reuben, has a shred of sympathy 
for Joseph and they decide not to kill him but just to 
strip him bare, take his coat, and fling him into a pit.  
After a while, a caravan of Ishmaelites comes by and 
Judah suggests that they sell Joseph to them.  All the 
brothers thought this was a pretty good idea because 
they could get rid of Joseph without having to kill him.150



Question:
What happens after Joseph is sold to the 

Ishmaelites?
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Answer: What happens after Joseph 
is sold to the Ishmaelites?

The Ishmaelites take Joseph to Egypt.  When 
Reuben returns to the pit where he thought 

Joseph lay, he discovers that his brothers 
have sold him into slavery.  Now the 

brothers take Joseph’s ornamented tunic 
and dip it in kid’s blood to make their father 

think that their brother had been torn to 
bits by vicious beasts.
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Question:
Who does Judah end up marrying and 

what happens with his sons?
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Answer:  Who does Judah end up marrying 
and what happens with his sons?

Judah marries the daughter of a Canaanite named Shua.  
Together, they have three sons, Er, Onan, and Shelah.  Judah 

found a wife for his eldest son, Er, and her name was Tamar.  As it 
turned out, however, Er was evil and the Lord put him to death.  

Then Judah tried to get Onan to sleep with Tamar so that she 
might bear children for Er, the eldest son, as was the local 

custom.  However, Onan knew that if Tamar conceived that his 
brother Er’s sons would get the inheritance from their father and 

not him.  So he just ejaculated on the ground so that Tamar 
would not get pregnant. But this made the Lord angry, so Onan 

was also put to death. 154



Question:
What does Tamar end up doing with her 

father-in-law, Judah?
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Answer:  What does Tamar end up 
doing with her father-in-law, Judah?

After Judah’s wife dies, he’s lonely so he goes out to get his 
sheep sheared and see if he can meet someone.  By this point, 
Judah’s youngest son, Shelah, has grown up but the widowed 
Tamar still hasn’t been married off to him.  So she decides to 
take revenge and play a trick on Judah.  She covers her face 

and dresses up as a harlot and meets Judah on the road.  She 
seduces him, disguising the fact that she is his daughter-in-

law.  He is furious when he finds out and condemns her to be 
burned to death.  To avoid this, Tamar announces that she is 
pregnant by him, however.  She proves that she is the harlot 
he had slept with by producing his seal and his staff he left 

when he was with her.
156



Question:
Who were Tamar’s children from Judah and 

what is the story of their birth?
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Answer:  Who were Tamar’s 
children from Judah and what is 

the story of their birth?
She gave birth to twins.  To be sure she kept track of which 

child was the first-born, since it was a breach birth, the 
midwife saw a hand come out first. She wrapped a red thread 
around the wrist.  However, the hand withdrew back into the 
womb and the other brother ended up coming out first.  His 
name was Perez.  The brother with the scarlet thread around 

his wrist was named Zerah.  The red thread automatically 
associates Zerah with Esau, another twin displaced from his 

initial position.
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Question:
What first happens to Joseph after the 

Ishmaelites arrive in Egypt?
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Answer:  What first happens to 
Joseph after the Ishmaelites

arrive in Egypt?
Joseph is sold to Potiphar, the high 

chamberlain for the Pharoah.  Joseph 
becomes very successful and ends up 

earning Potiphar’s total trust.  He is put in 
charge of all Potiphar’s house and business.
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Question:
How does Joseph end up in prison in 

Egypt?
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Answer:  How does Joseph end 
up in prison in Egypt?

Joseph is successful and very comely in features 
(just like his mother).  Potiphar, his master’s wife, 
becomes attracted to him.  She repeatedly tries 
to get Joseph to sleep with her, luring him into 

her chambers.  He refuses to sleep with her and 
flees her chamber, but on the way out, she rips 

his garment off of him.  She then blackmails him 
by claiming that he tried to rape her.  For this, 

Joseph is thrown in prison. 162



Question:
What happens to Joseph while he is in 

prison?
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Answer:  What happens to Joseph 
while he is in prison?

Because he is so smart and capable, Joseph ends up
being favored by the prison warden and put in charge

of the other prisoners.  When a cup-bearer and a baker 
are tossed into the slammer too, Joseph uses his talents 
in dream interpretation to interpret the dreams of the 

prisoners.  He predicts that one will receive pardon and 
favor from the Pharoah while the other will die. Indeed, 
when the two prisoners are called before the Pharoah, 
exactly what Joseph has predicted does come to pass.
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Question:
What happens to Joseph in relation to the 

Pharoah’s dream?
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Answer:  What happens to Joseph 
in relation to the Pharoah’s dream?
The Pharoah is trying to figure out what his dream 

meant and his chief cup-bearer remembers 
Joseph’s talents for dream interpretation while 
they were in prison.  Joseph is summoned and 

offers a very wise interpretation of the Pharoah’s
dream. He indicates that the dream means they

should stock up grain in preparation for the 
inevitable years of famine which would lie ahead.  
The Pharoah is very impressed with this and he 

gives Joseph a privileged position in his household.
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Question:
Does Joseph marry while he is in Egypt?
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Answer:  Does Joseph marry while 
he is in Egypt?

Yes, Pharoah changes his name to 
Zaphenath-Paneah and gives him Asenath
to be his wife.  Asenath is the daughter of 
the Priest of On.  Together, they have two 
sons – Manasseh and Ephraim.  The point 

is that Joseph was fruitful in the land of his 
affliction.
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Question:
What causes Jacob to send his sons to 

Egypt?  Which sons does he send?
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Answer:  What causes Jacob to send 
his sons to Egypt?  Which sons does 

he send?
There is famine in the land and Jacob has heard 
that they still have plenty of provisions down in 
Egypt (unbeknownst to him, the work of his son 
Joseph).  He sends all of his sons to Egypt to buy 

grain, except Benjamin, the last child of his beloved 
wife Rachel, because he could just not bear the 

idea of anything happening to Benjamin.
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Question:
What does Joseph do when he first sees his 

brothers come down to Egypt?
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Answer:  What does Joseph do 
when he first sees his brothers 

come down to Egypt?
Joseph locks his brothers up for 3 days.  Then he 

decides to give them provisions and let them go –
but under one condition – that they leave one 

brother (Simeon) as collateral and go home and 
get the youngest brother who remains with his 

father, and bring him back to Egypt.
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Question:
What is Jacob’s response to the proposal to 

take Benjamin to Egypt?
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Answer? What is Jacob’s response to 
the proposal to take Benjamin to Egypt?
Jacob first refuses because he feels he has already 

lost two sons, Joseph and Simeon, and he can’t 
afford to part with Benjamin, his beloved 

youngest son.  But, seeing they would all die of 
famine anyway if he did nothing, eventually Jacob 

is convinced and he sends all his sons back to 
Egypt, equipped with lots of silver, presumably to 
give back to the Egyptians who he feels may have 

mistakenly placed the silver in their bags. 174



Question:
What happens when Jacob’s sons bring 

back Benjamin to Egypt?
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The sons offer a generous tribute from their father 
Jacob to Joseph and the Pharoah’s people.  Simeon is 

released and they all get cleaned up and ready for 
dinner.  When Joseph finally sees his blood brother 
Benjamin, he flees into the adjoining room because 
he does not want everyone to see him weeping.  He 

then proceeds to throw a huge dinner party for all his 
brothers, all 12 of them.  He shows his affection for 

Benjamin by giving Benjamin portions 5 times bigger 
than everyone else’s. 176

Answer:  What happens right when Jacob’s 
sons first bring back Benjamin to Egypt?



Question:
What trick does Joseph play on his brothers
with the silver goblet and how is the issue 

resolved?
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Answer:  What trick does Joseph play 
on his brothers with the silver goblet 

and how is the issue resolved?
As the brothers are packing up their provisions and preparing
to go back to Canaan, Joseph plants his favorite silver goblet 

in the bags of his younger brother, Benjamin.  After they 
leave, he sends his men after the travelers to see who has 

stolen his silver goblet, which they locate in Benjamin’s bags.  
When Joseph says that whoever stole the goblet will have to 
become his slave and stay in Egypt, Judah comes forward and 
offers to take Benjamin’s place because he knew it would kill 

Jacob if Benjamin didn’t come home. 178



Question:
How does Joseph react after the incident 

with the silver goblet?
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Answer:  How does Joseph react after 
the incident with the silver goblet?

Joseph just can’t hold it in any longer and he makes 
himself known to his brothers.  He tells them to go 

and tell his father Jacob that he is a successful lord in 
the house of Pharoah and that his father should come 
on down to the land of Goshen to be close to Joseph 
so he can take care of him in his old age.  Then he fell 
on the neck of his brother Benjamin and he wept and 
then he hugged all his brothers and he wept over all 

of them.
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Question:
How does Jacob react when he hears the 

news that Joseph is still alive?
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Answer:  How does Jacob react when he 
hears the news that Joseph is still alive?

Jacob is delighted to know that his son 
Joseph is still alive and says that he wants to 
go see him before he dies.  So they pack up 

the wagons that Pharoah had sent them and 
travel down to Egypt.  When Joseph meets up 
with Israel, they weep and hug each other for 

a long while.
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Question:
How long does Israel (Jacob) stay in Egypt 

after his sons take him there and what 
happens next?
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Answer:  How long does Israel (Jacob) 
stay in Egypt after his sons take him 

there and what happens next?
The Pharoah tells Joseph that his father and all his 

brothers are welcome to dwell in the land of 
Goshen and tend their flocks there.  They went on 
living there for 17 years.  They had to give 1/5th of 
everything they made to Pharoah and everybody 
seems to be getting on fine for quite some time.
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Question:
What are the events surrounding the death 

of Jacob?
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Question:  What are the events 
surrounding the death of Jacob?

Jacob does not want to die in Egypt and he asks Joseph to 
please allow him to be taken back to Canaan, to be buried 
where Abraham, Sarai, Isaac, and Rebekah are all buried in 

Hebron, in the cave of Machpelah.  Before he leaves, he tells 
Joseph that he wants to give his blessing to Joseph’s Egyptian 

sons, Manasseh and Ephraim, effectively making them 
Jacob’s sons and allowing them to have a greater share of 
the inheritance and full rights as his sons.  The Tribes of 

Ephraim and Manasseh will become tribes among the 12 
tribes of Jacob’s sons.
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Question:
Does Joseph ever really forgive his 

brothers?
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Answer:  Does Joseph ever really 
forgive his brothers?

After Jacob dies, his brothers are concerned that 
Joseph might take revenge on them.  However, 

Joseph forgives them, because he says that if had 
not been sold into slavery in Egypt, he would not 

have been able to save so many people alive and to 
be so successful.  So it must have been God’s will 

that it should happen that way.
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